The Parish Council welcomes the proposed deletion of Policy VC BB1 as recommended by the inspector, which allocated the meadow at the corner of Norwich Road and Bell Road for 40 high-density dwellings. 
The Parish Council considers that the Inspector’s conclusion that the BB1 allocation should not proceed, reflected the concerns and desires expressed by the village community. The Parish Council supports the Inspector’s comments In his letter of 23 March 2026, where he noted that development would form a highly visible encroachment into the undeveloped area at the heart of the village, fundamentally altering its rural character and resulting in the loss of attractive views. 
Since the current Parish Council was appointed in October 2025 it has fully supported the villagers desire to delete BB1 from VCHAPS and submitted a comprehensive statement to the Planning Inspector which demonstrated the strong community opposition as evidenced by the petition which was signed by over 600 residents. The Parish Council further demonstrated its opposition to the development at the hearing in January 2026. This opposition was also supported by Cllr Richard Elliott (South Norfolk Council) and George Freeman, MP for Mid Norfolk.
The Parish Council is grateful to Mr Reed for enabling it to become involved at a late stage in the process and for listening and understanding the community’s representations.
The Parish Council notes South Norfolk Council’s objection to MM10 but does not agree that the reappraisal of the BB1 site hinges solely on whether the proposed realignment of the Bell Road/Norwich Road junction is necessary. The reasons for deleting the allocation extended beyond highway considerations and include the significant impact that development would have on the character and appearance of the village.
The Parish Council recognises the importance of highway safety and the concerns raised by Norfolk County Council and the Highway Authority regarding the junction. However, the Parish Council would like to add its support to the Inspector who considered these matters and concluded that the case for the junction realignment as an essential requirement for further housing in the village had not been sufficiently made and as a result, the case to develop the Bell Road/Norwich Road site to secure this has not been proven. He also noted that no accident report or less extensive measures had been adequately explored. The Parish Council has been heavily involved in investigating additional controls to improve road safety in the village. This has now come to fruition with the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit within the village boundaries from November 2026.
The Parish Council agrees with the Inspector that there was significant potential for alternative sites available in the current VCHAPS to be more suitable for housing, with less impact on the wider character of the village which had been discounted due to the highway authority view that the crossroads required realignment. 
Looking ahead, the Parish Council is actively progressing its Neighbourhood Plan, which is currently at the survey stage, seeking the views and priorities of villagers. This provides an important opportunity for the community to take a positive and proactive role in shaping the future of Barnham Broom, including consideration of where future development may be most appropriate, while protecting the village’s character and valued rural environment.
In conclusion, the Parish Council whole heartedly supports the Inspectors decision that the allocation is not justified and should  remove Policy VC BB1. 


